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Bowen eyesore a load of rubbish: 
Last 

 
Member for Burdekin, Dale Last, says the Minister for the Environment owes the people of Bowen an apology 
for the failings of the Containers for Change program. 

Mr Last’s call for an apology follows numerous calls from Bowen residents for the current arrangements to be 
revised; and moves by the contractor to improve performance. 

“Minister Enoch owes the people of Bowen, the contractor and scheme operator an unreserved apology 
because the Bowen experience is an absolute debacle,” he said. 

“I fully support the concept of Containers for Change but, once again, we are seeing this government fail when 
it comes to implementation.” 

“I’m concerned from a health point of view and also wondering what tourists must think when they drive into 
town and see this mess.” 

Despite changes made by the contractor, Mr Last said the Bowen was a blight on the town and showed the 
government has little knowledge of regional areas. 

“I’ve contacted Container Exchange and the frequency of pick-ups and the number of bins was increased but 
it’s still not enough,” Mr Last said. 

“The government has outsourced this program and has left contractors and the scheme operator to clean up 
their mess literally.” 

“Instead of taking their time and making sure things would work, the government focussed on pushing it 
through so they can lock in green votes in Brisbane.” 

“A scheme like this takes a lot of planning and it’s clear the contractors weren’t given enough time.” 

“The contractor and scheme operator are doing their best but the people of Bowen have been let down.”  
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