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Long wait for truth on numbers: Last 
 
Residents of North Queensland could be waiting years to know if there adequate Police Officers in the district, 
according to Member for Burdekin, Dale Last. 

Seizing on information from a recent report into Coronial services and dismissive statements from Government 
Ministers, the former Police Officer said it’s highly likely uncertainty will continue for the foreseeable future. 

“Week after week this government is making excuses and the people of North Queensland, in particular, are 
left wondering if and when anything will be done to make them feel safe,” Mr Last said. 

“Last week in Parliament myself and the Shadow Police Minister asked the Minister Mark Ryan and the Premier 
to address Police resourcing in regional areas and both of them refused to stand up for the people of North 
Queensland.” 

“All we asked them to do was to ask the Police Commissioner to review Police numbers but instead of doing 
that, they hid behind weasel words and said people would need to wait until the Coroner investigated the Alva 
Beach tragedy.” 

“On the information we now have, it seems highly likely that the investigation could take 2 years or more and 
the people of the Burdekin are expected to just wait.” 

The recently released Auditor-General’s report into Queensland’s coronial system has highlighted delays, 
backlogs and inadequate support for grieving families throughout the State according to Shadow Attorney-
General David Janetzki. 

“This report shows that our coronial system is in crisis but the Attorney General refuses to show any 
leadership,” Mr Janetzki said. 

“The warning bells have been ringing for some time now but this government ignores the pleas for increased 
resources and the need to help the families of victims seeking closure.” 

Mr Last said that the report showed issues throughout the State were being ignored but that the situation in 
North Queensland warranted extra attention. 

“The North Queensland region had the lowest clearance rate and the highest number of backlogged cases in 
the whole state,” he said. 



“Since Labor came to power in 2015 the trend here in the North is for the backlogs to grow and the clearance 
rates to shrink.” 

“It’s not the Opposition saying that; it’s there in the figures from the Queensland Audit Office.” 

Mr Last said that, with each passing day, residents of North Queensland were losing faith in the government 
due to indecision and a continual barrage of reductions in essential services. 

“North Queensland has been in the midst of a crime spree for months and nothing is being done,” he said. 

“All we are seeing is report after report and the government hiding from the real issues when people want 
answers.” 

“I know that the allocation of Police resources is operational but there is absolutely nothing stopping the Police 
Minister or the Premier from picking up the phone and asking the Police Commissioner to make sure the 
resources that are needed in these areas are being provided.” 

“All we are asking for is transparent government where people are told the truth and the government takes 
responsibility and fixes problems; especially when it comes to people’s safety.” 

“Instead the people of North Queensland are left asking questions while this government refuses to provide 
the answers.” 

“What North Queensland is seeing is a government pushing serious issues from department to department so 
they can save face.”  

“But the reality is we are seeing department after department being under-resourced and North Queensland 
not being given a fair go.” 
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